To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
The Humble Addreſs of the Atheiſts, or the SeS of the Epicureans, 


GREAT SIR, + 


INCE Men of all FaQtions and Miſperiwaſions of Religion have pre- 
ſented their Thanks for your Majeſty's gracious Declaration of Liberty 
of Conſcience, we think our ſelves obliged as Gentlemen to bring up the 
Reer, and become Addreſlers too. We are ſure there is no Party of Men 
more improved and advanced by your Indulgence, both as to Principles and 

Proſelytes of England. And our Cabals are as full as your Royal Chapel, for your 

unlimitted Toleration has freed the Nation from the troubleſlom Bygottries of Re- 

ligion, and has taught Men to conclude, That there is nothing, Sacred or Divine 
but Trade and Empire, and nothing of ſuch: eternal Moment as ſecular Intereſt, 

Your Majeſty's Univerſal Indulgence hath introduced ſuch unanſ{werable Objections 

and happy Inferences towardsall Religion, thar many have given over the trou- 
bleſome Enquiry after Truth,-and ſet down that cafie Interence, "That all Reli- 
gion is a Cheat. In particular, we can never ſufficiently Congratulate and Admire 

that generous Paſſage in your Majeſty*s gracious Declaration, wherein you have Freed 
your People from the ſolemn Superitition of Oaths, and eſpecially from thoſe 
flaviſh Ceremonious ones of Supremacy and Allegiance ; and are pleaſed to de- 
clare, 'That you expe& no more from your People, than what they are ob- 
liged to by the Ancient Law of Nature ; and ſo have bravely given them leave 
to preſerve and defend themſelves, according to the Firſt Chapter of Nature's 

Alagna Charta. Your Majeſty was pleaſed to wiſh, That all your SubjeQts 
were of your own Religion, and perhaps every Diviſion wiſhes you were of 
theirs. But, for our parts, we freely declare, 'That if ever we {ſhould be obliged 
to profeſs any Religion, we would preferr the Church of Rowe, which does not 
much trouble the World with the Afairs of inviſible Beings, and -is very Civil 
and Indulgent to the Failings of humane Nature. That Church can caſe us 
from the grave Fatigues,pt Religion, and, for our Moneys, allow us Proxies, 
both for Piety and Penances : We can eafily ſwallow and digeſt a Wafer 
Deity, and will never cavil at the Maſs in an unknown Tongue , when the 
Sacrifice it ſelf is ſo unintelligible. We ſhall never ſcruple the Adoration of an 
Image, when the chiefeſt Religion is but Imagination : And we are willing to 
allow the Pope an abſolute Power to diſpenſe with all penal Laws, in this World 
and in another. But before we return to Rome, the greateſt Origin of Atheiſm, 
we wiſh the Pope and all his Vaſſal Princes would free the World from the fear 
of Hell and Devils, the Inquiſttion and Dragoons, and that he would take of 
the Chimney-Money of Purgatory, and Cuſtom and Exciſe of Pardons and In- 
dulgences, which are ſo much inconſiſtent with the flouriſhing Trade and Gran- 
deur of the Nation. As for the Ingagements of Lives and Fortunes, the com- 
mon Complement of Addreſſers, we confeſs we have a more peculiar Tender- 
neſs for thoſe moſt ſacred Concernments, but yet we will hazard them in De- 
fence of your Majeſty, with as much Conſtancy and Reſolution, as your Majeſty 
will defend your Indulgence ; that is, ſo far as the Adventure will ſerye our De- 
ſigns and Intereſt. 


From the Devil-Tavern, the Fifth - 
of November, 1688. Preſented 
by Juſtice Baldock, and was gra- 

ciouſly recerved, 


